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Chairperson’s Message

| canrot say encugh how honoured | am o be the Chaiperson o a
acllaborative, fizcally respersible not-for-profit erganization such as

tha Catfish Crask Corsareation &utharity {CCCA). | have acted as the
Chairperson for several yaars now and have bsan witress 1o mary changss
i the Conssrvation Authorty world  From funding cuts to rewly mandastsd
regulations, the COCA stays progressive and is continualy mowing forward
tulfiling its obligations to daliver mandabad programs and servioes on behalt
af ourmember municipaliies sinos 1960,

It veaz inewitably arathar lough year for cperation. The Autharity Beard and
Etaff took a genaral approach to the chalengss presanted by COVID-19 with
a pramige an putting heakh and safeby first & we move farward 1o fulil our
mandates undsr modifisd oparating requirsmants and the strassars that ars
asscoiried with todoy's sconomic conditiores.

Epringwatar Campground was abls b opan on ime this year by sdapting ta
tha measurss putinto plaae by the Southwastern Public Health Unit. Due bo
tha global pandamic and provinoial restminks, all majer atiractions such as
tha Maple Syrup Festival, Yardest, Paws-tiely Elgin, and the Fred Eaglasmith
Charity picria wane aanaoelled for yet anather year. The Carclinian Forsmst
Festival, Erwirathan and Mamsh Cusst snvironmantal sducation programs wars
affarsd virnualy, 1o be wiized &= snvincnmental sducation clessroom outraach
1oels bo inspirs and motivats the youth of fomormow, Passive day uze numbans
saw mome than 7500 visiors, relatively mars than swerage, as the community
found salace in tha cuidaors during theas trying times.

Tha brand-new Sudray’s Placs Paviion was gonstruoted in e Springwater
Caonzervation Arsa furded from & denation by Mr Kan McEwan, & lacal
watsrshied rasident. The Evare’ Sister's stags broke ground in Septembsr
2021 and will ks complsted in the Spring of 2022. The Art Trees and Trails
Initiative, delivarad in conjunation with the St. ThomasElgin Public &r Cantre,
‘was aompleied in Septernber of 2021. The ouidxisd Springwatsr Conservation
Mrma GatshoussShare was replacsd in the spring of 2021 with an updated,
mare aentraly located Visitor Centra with upgraded enrances larss and
alectronio gates. A sucoessful fundraising campaign for this projeat was walk
reaeived by looal rasidents and the CCCA is humbled by the genarous show
af support. The Evans' Sister Stags will support a Green Aoot which can help

mequaster carbon and assist in the combat of 1oday's major cimatic crisie.
The=a ars @ just few examples of rew amenitias cur looal vextershed residants
and guests from afar gan wilze. tis oollaborative advertures ke this that can
attest for tha kove and admiration cur bocal watershsd residarts have for the
Catlish Cresk Conservation Authority.

Conssrvation Autharitiss have besn mandatsd o continually addmes e
Managsment of Hatural Hazards, ths Conssnation and Managemert of
Lards cwrad and cpambsd by the Suthority, and Other Programes and
Serdicas urder municipal agrsameants, or that the Authoriy may deemine o
be Adhisable on tair behialf.  'Whils additional programs hawve besn added
ta tha mandated list of programe: and ssrvicss offersd by Conssremtion
Aurtharities, the bamis of the mandate has not changed. What has changed
with the irtreduation of tese ravisad regulations undsr the Conservation
dytharities Aat are the complesitios on how we deliver the programe to maet
our walsnsh ed resident’s sxps ctations.

Finizhing the 2021 term as Chairpanen for the COCA, | encountared a yaar
filad with challangss and a mutituds of sucossstul aotiviies asiablishad by
aurwary small but veny well complamanted =talf and wolurbsers. & longtime
wolumtessr with the CCCA, Viotor Harmington, was avwarded ane of 30 Jures
Caltwood Aweards for 2021 which recognizes pacpls and groups who have
made outstanding gontributicrs as volunizers in tair gommunitios. & iz my
pleasure, on bshalf of the Catfish Creek Board of Diredtor’s bo congratulate this
taam of =katf and walurbsers for another grest yaar of progress.

To conalude my speach, | would lke

ta eatend my sincans thanks 1o al the
partrrs ard supportsms who makes our
work possible, and in particular I'd lie
ta acknowladgs the gormmiment of our
membsar municipalities who provids and
mupport the work of the Catfish Crsak:
Consarvation Autharity throughaut the
year,

Rick Cerna, CCCA Chalrperson
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Corporate Services

The mctiviies of tha Catiish Creek Conservation duthaority ars governsd by a
Boord of Dirscicrs comprised of fve [5) membare appoied by the fire [5)
membsr municpakties of the Catfish Crask satershed.

Bosrd Membar Municipality
Ridk Cema [Choirpersan). ... Township of Molohide
Lon BaldwirrSards .. ... Gity of St. Thomas
{Wice- Choirperson)
Municipality of Central Blgin
... Torwm of Bydmer
Piad Buchreer . ... Towmiship of South-Wast Docdord
Stoff Member Poaition
Dusty Urdarhill Aating General Manager/Secrstary-
Trsazurer {stared Septamber 2021)
‘Cormervation Areas Superviaor
Susan Simmors .. Fmancial Services Coondinator
Kelsay Catman Frogram Bupport Assistart
Tory Difazia.... R=sourcs Planning Coordinabar
Peter Draguras .. ‘Water Maragement Technician
Garrit Kremers.... ... Fiald Tachnioian - Lands
Buastin Werbaske Fisld Tachnician — Watar
Emily Fetarey ‘Community Outreach Technician
furtil Sugust 2021)

Chrimtopher Wikineon General Mansgen Secretany-Treasunsr

{urtil Septembear 2021)
#nd cur mary ssasonal staff and summer shdsns

In Memoriam

2021 Financial Report

2021 EXPENDITURES

2021 REVENUE

Copies of the full 2024 Awdited Financial $tatements may be
obtained by contacting the Authority Adminisiration Centre.

On June 20th, tha CCCA was deaply saddaned to learn of tha sudden paseing of one of He former Baard Membars, Mark Tinlin. Mark wes the reprasematve
fior the City of 5t Thomes on the COCA Boand of Directors from 2014 untl the beginning of 2021 whan he stepped down His greal sansa of humour and

professionalism wil always ba ramamoarsd,



Conservation Lands

In 2021, the Catfish Cresk Corssndation futhority {COCA) foqused

its aorearvation lands siforts on the snhancemant of tha Springwatsr
Conservation Arsa with rew buldings and atiraations. 'Wa could not have
taken on these projecis withowt ganenus donations from local supporans.
To aap off the year, wa wara humblad that tha Springwaiar Conservation
Mrea weas voted the Bd.1 WyFM *Favourites Campground”.

Throughout the watarshed, mproving acclegical heakh, curating an
appreciation for nature, and snsuring our lands ars protectsd and enhanoed
iz mhways at the forstront of cur sotivicies. Thanks o the genercus and
fnaraial suppart from diffarent lecal and privabs organizations, governmeant
agancies, ard our many community partrens, the following was underakan
in 2021,

The aompletion of the new Visitar Center and gatsd antranae atthe
Springwater Consarvation Anea. This was made possibls thanks o

the gensraus support of the commurity through a local fundraising
campaign.

The aoretnagtion of te new “Tha Evans’ Sisters Stage” in the Springwatar
Day Usa Araais slated for completion in the spring and wil include an
emvirormentally frisndly Live Aoof. Thanks ta the Donna Vara Evans
Bushell Estate for ther donation that made this possile.

The aompletion of the “S8udrey’s Flaoe Paviion® looated naar the
Springwater Mapls Syrup Festival Arsa. This projact was funded through
& ganerous danation from Ken MoEwen as ha wishad 1o hanor the legaoy
of his family, whe regularly snjoyed al that Springwater Cormarvation Anea
has 1o offer.

Iri partnerehip with the Kettls Cresk Conservation Authority and the
St Thomas Blewatad Park, the “Arts, Traes, and Trals” prajact was

| Fhakc Tha A brar Riprass

rvation Area & Catfish Crask
rvation Authority.

Instagram/Twitier: &calflsiicraskca

Stewardship Services

undertakan. The CCCA's dalierable was tes instalabon of five [S)
pairtings with lsaal cormsctians from the St. Thomas-Elgin Art Centrs
pamarsnt acllsction throughout the Springwarsr Forest. This was mads
possibls through the donation reosived from the Denna Vera Evare
Bushal Estats.

% Tha remowval of all tree collars &t Yammouth Mabural Heritage Srea [YMHA)
with the East Elgin Secordarny School Ervironmenial Leadsrship Program
{ELF). The acllars were put in place whan the ress were plarisd in 2018,
The traes harva since grown to o sutable height and dismetans that allows
the aollars 1o be removed without making them wunarable 1o browse
=peagian [ia. daer).

» Patnered with the East Elgin Ssoondary Scheol Envirernmenital Lsadership
Frogram ta plant native tmees and shrubs along the re-smbilized banks of
Catfish Crask through frohie Coulisr Conservation Area { ACCA) thraugh
{urding from tha Ministry of Ervironment. Cores ration and Parks' "Graat
Lodrs Local Action Fund®.

s Caomplated variaus job placemsnts thraugh Cansda Summer Jobs, Gresn
Jobs, and the Ordario Job Craation Proegram, and began an msrnship
with Cainsar Launcher.

s Began tha gonstruction of & new parking kot lecated on the sast ssction
af s ACCA to provide a safs parkdng anea for the growing rumber of
wisitors that visit.

s Erdsrad o an sgraement with Maokay Pay ta oifsr contactess payment
aptians bo cur clieris, and irstallsd parking sigre at the ties (3] man
Conservation Arsas {Springwater Conssration drea, ACCA, and YTHHA)
1o allow visitors bo pay their trail fses or day passes using their paymeant
aard(s].

Springwater Visitor Cen
2 onstruction B

Cvar the course of the year Catfieh Cresk Conservation Authortty (CCCA) undariook emvionmental stewardship prajects on nine () diffarent private
landownar proparties. Thene ware twelve (12) dfarant projecte urdertakan conelgting of wellend habitst, tall gress prairie habkat and erogkan comrol. Ning
{3} of tha twelve {12) stewardehlp prajacts have complated as of the and of Decambsar 2024, with the remalning 3 prajects stll o ba complated. Tha COCA
wornked with Elgin Stewsrdship Councll, Ducks Uniimitsd, ALUS Ekgin, and the Bgin Clean Water Program on meonty of these projects.

CCC:A alsn completad streamiank rsstoralion work at Archis Coulber Conmarvation Area [ACTA). This project conslstad of regrading and ra-vapatating highly
probiematic amsion sliss along Catish Craskihmughout tha ACCA. CCCA parnersd with Esst Elgin Secondary Environmentsl Laadership Program {ELF) 1o
locats the vanous Bbag and ssslsted In tha ra-vegatsting attaris, Avariaty of difarent native raes and shnibe wers plartad along tha craek during this projact.



Environmental Planning

In 2021, the Provinca continued bo approve emendmeants b tha Consarvalion
Authorties Act, the main plece of legisiation that guides a coaltion of 28
Corsarvation Authortties (CAE) within Jurkedicional wabarshede In Omtario. Az CA's
Pkt b0 the new Provinclal Mendated Programs administrative frameswan, we also
cantirued ta dafine rakee and resporeibltlies with member Municipaliiies to maet

the meeds of walershed resideris ae a local erdronmental resource menagement
BOEMCY.

Ona of Tha Catlish Craak Consarvation Authonty {CCCAR) core mandales continuas
1o b= the deltvary of presgrams and sarvicas to protact publc salety ard property
damage In proodmity to Metural Hazerds guch s fiooding, erogian, ghorelings and
wallands. Tha COCA can drew upon 70 plLe Yyears of expanencs 1o help the public
and Municipalties mitigats the effects of an evar-changing global clmate on our dey-
To-day Ives.

In 2022, it 2 articlpeted the Province of Omardo will infroduce Phese 2 of te
Reguialory amandmants bo the Conservalon authadties Act. Thie may Inclda
changeas 1o Saction 23 which allow CA'S To direct devalopmient away rom hazardous
larde ar urdertakinge that may eggravale nabural proceeses. Spacificall in 2021
CCCA stalf reviewed and provided mormation on the Tollowing:

= Agelstad Municipalitias with the review of over T Planning Act applications
guch e Sevarances, Minor Variance & Zone Change Applcations, Plans ol
Candominium/Subdhkielonz and OMfclal Pan Amendmenls.

» Frovided Input on ower 75 Inguines ram landownears, coneulans, real aetebs
agants.

» |EEued 36 Pamile, suthorEetions ar kettere of opinlon on Section 28 applications.

Etewardship 8=
Farguacn Erol

Water Quality Monitoring

Severdl prOrEM  patnemshipe wih the Mnkry of Emiranment,
Consarvalion and Parks depend on weksr qualty data collectsd by
COCA. The Provinclal Waler Quallty Monbarng Progrem (PWOMNY, and
the Prowinclal Grourdwater MonHoring Metwork (FEMN) Eupport CCCA
Bnad our FIB.HJ'HE ta monkor e crﬂrglng wakarshad condbone and
feaclitsle deta-leAd management of o waber rEsoLrces. 2021 sampling
EEW a deleyed start, howear COCA colleciad surtace water from four (4)
PY¥WEMMN BRaE, Bnd maasured groundwaler layvels s iwo (2] PGMMN walls.
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Water Management

Fresh waler has always baen 8 natural resauce cruclal ba the ervironmantal
and econamic wal-belng of tha Catlish Craak Wabarshed. Wabar

sUpports mary 1amilal Ivelincods such as agricuture actvities, Industrial
development, and recrastion to meantian & ew. Histarcally, pericde of
eatrerme waathar pattame wars Infraguemnt, and excassive water levels wens
uniqua. However, &= damand for wabar ncreasas and clmate changes
OCCUn BEvens webar leval fiuciustions are bacaming mone common ard

Bre replacing kowar Nistorical nammalks with mone egquent, elevaled and
Intenge surlaca water volume patbams through more recuring glorms wih
unprecedented Inbareties.

The Catfieh Craek Coresnatian
Authanty { CCCAY ks alming ba help
mitkgata the uneettied climate changa
varlabkee through varoue sclence
basad arronmertal and blodkemnss
rahiabiitation programe/projects
coupled with a mione camprahansive
undarstandng of an Improve local
eminonmantal blodversiy.

The CCCA undarstands the
elgnificance of welarzhed
managameant and consarvation
efrateqies o enhanca Alr and waler
qualty and protect areas wihin e
waterehad suecaptible o erodan.
Ralorestation afforls saw 10 acres ol

Wataer Managsmant —

loa and Flaod M anagamant

seadings plamiad In 2021. The Authorty In essoclaian with aur mambsar
municipaliies, landownars and speclal Intersst groupe coondinabe to
prowida direction for tha enhancemant of Inkedor farest habitat end the
exiansion of retural hentega comidors throughout the Catlish Creeak
\Wabarshid.

The planned recovery af our lacal webarshed biodiversty k2 imendad 1o
halp madarate the Impact of the alorementianad Ncreesad gionm avants.
Through our reforestation and land reclemetion programes the ncreasad
frarest and aseoclaled ground cover wil assist with Incragsad waler lavel
Irduced enxsEion Impacs from Increased stom Intensitieefraquencles,
le=sgan the numbser of flood relabad Waterehad Cardition Satements
Idantfying flood relxled coancame leeusd by the Conservatian Authorky.

In 2021 the CCCA NAE IBELEd thireen (13) Waberehad Condilon Stabamants
bazad on govarnmant agency cancame and kocal knowledge of
enviranmarntal and priysical conditions of tha Catlish Craek watarshad.




Environmental Education

Agaln, this year dua o COVID- B the delvery of tha Authantys Erviranmental Education Programs hed bo be shifted anline. The crealed challengas, but alss
cragtad contert thal can b= wilizad for years o coma.

= W'kh tha halp o the East Elgin Sacondary Schoole Erviranmental LeadersRp Program (ELF) the second Wrbual Marsh Quast was fimad.
+ Providad an Imerrenis placamart 1of n Educational Aeselstart from Fenehewe Coleges Eafy Chilkihood Leadarship Program.

» Hogled the W.LL.0O. REngers Summear Cam for twao (2] weeks In August.

» #cquired tha W.I.L.D. Rengars logo, designed by Palge String.

» Acquirad mamy new and axcking prope far cutdaor and Indoor educational programe, thanks to grants from TD Frends of the Emvronmeant Fund and the
Ayimer & Area Commurity Fourdation.

» Updated all aducation matarial & programming 1o match the curram Provinclal curdculum.
= Apskbad Intha Wesham Laka Erle Student Summk with other Southwestam Corsanalion athoriles.

Carky Wilaon

.Ern1r onmiantal Eduoation - W.LL.Du
for Velunt Rangars Day Camp




Mission Statement

To communicate and deliver resource managemant servicas and programs
in order to achieve social and ecological harmony for the watershed”

Mama:

O Protaction & Praservafion of Conservation Lands
O Springanier Farest PrassrationManagement

O Youth Ervironmentall Education
O Commamorativa Forest Program

Talephona:

Ackdress

The GOCA is a non-profit arganizaticn that needs your fimanaial support and voluntserism 1o snsure locally driven anvironmaestal inftisthas
continea in the fubure. All donations ar used for programes and projects within the Catfish Creek walershed.

YES, | would ke to demonstrabe my devotion and vision for a healthy envircnment by donating §____ ____insupport of the following inttiathmeds:

O Wild e Habitat
O Watlamds Restoration

Official tax receipt will be issued for minimum donations of $£20.00. Commemorative gifte and land donations graciously received.

Postal Code:

Payment in Cash, Visa, Masteraard, or Debit will gladly be accepted st the COCA Offics or please mail &8 oheque tor
CATFISH CREEK CONSERVATION AUTHORITY, 8078 Springwater Rd., R.A.£5, Aylmer, ON N5H ZR4

2021 Partners/Donors/ Volunteer

ALUS Elgin

Armstrong, Maomi
Biylrenr Area Comemunity
Foundation

Boglmar Evpress

Siylmear Lioness Cub
Biylrenr Tire

Bui"urg-nn_. Mariatte
Bode, Paul & Mango
Boarsema, Debbea
Campbell, Bill

Canada Halps.Org
Canada Farks & Recrestion
Bzsociation

Canada Summar Jobs
Carpar Launcher
Caaria, Grag

Casiar, Ron & Psuline
City of 5t. Thomas
Clark, Todd & Daenise
Consenation Ontano
County of Elgin

Dale, Abbie

Dale, Peter & Janis
Duanial, Judy
Darlngton, Annig (VanFest
Crove)

Dionna Ewans Bushell -
Estata

Ducks Unmited

Dunn, Colton

East Elgin Concrate
Forming
EESS-Environmeantal
Leadership Program
Elgin Clean Water Program
Elgin Stewardship Coundl
Emironment and Chmats
Change Canada

Essax Region C.A.

Evans, Kisron

Faloo Construction
Fabray, Linda & Jim
Farguson, Mare
Farguson, Sarah

Fick, Dion & Rosina
Fisharies and Coaans
Canada

Forests Owtano
Goatzmeister Hunting
Group

Gould, Beth

Grand River A

Great Lakes Local Action
Fund

Grissbach, Robart
Gubbels, Matt & Marie
Harnilton Ward Cathers
Hare, Jonnifer 8 John

M derson, Debrs

{iplean e notiy owr office of eny srors or omisaionaj)

Harrington, Victor
Fulst, Jim

|rein, Stacia

KE& Locksmith's
Kampos, Vaclaw

Klly, Shaun

Ko, Wayna

Kattle Croek CA
Kialstra, Honry & Ena
Kitts, Dizan

Klassan, Malody
Koockan Ebactric

Krahn, Michae!

Krasta, Emily

K‘!,lll. Susan

Lasmars’ Excavating
Lampman, Mary Jane
Lamg's Contracting
Lattanzic, Framk
London Cuality Dairy
Long Foint Region CA
Lastcsys-\inriai, Lonatts
Martyn, Sally
McConnaell, Elizabath &
William

McEwsan, Kan
McKannay, Tom
McLachlin, lan & Anne

Mclsod, Gary & Whallacs,

Ruth

McPharson, Dave & Mary
Lymn

McCuigan, Tim & Mary
Miomacia, Tracy
Ministry of Ervironmant
Conserdation & Farks
Minigtry of Labour, Training
& Skills Development
Municipality of Cantral

Elgin

Mature Smart Climats
Solutions Fund
Mavams, Scott

Mesbitt, Samdra
Maufled, Lon

Ontaric Police College-
Path of Honour
FaloocT, Frank

Fineau, Mark & Mschala
Fringla, Jan

Frojact Leaming Tres
Raddstz, Rebacoa
Raibaay City Toursm
(Ralish! Local)

Fice, Jason & Family
Rameryak, Karin

Roth, Brian & Davidson,
Haathar

Fussell, Gavin
Simmicns, Mark

Conkersalion
CNTARIO
Smale, Kim & DJ
Soirmimesrs,

Southwest Cintario Tounsm
Comp.
5t. Thomas Fisld
Maturalists

Stuling, Paige

Studer's |ow

Taylor, Betty & John

TO Friends of tha
Enwironmant Foundstion
Tanhoor, Hanry

Thamas Valley District
School Board

Town of Sylmer
Township of Malahide
Township of South-Wast
Ohifioed

Trogak, Barnadette
Vinnal, Josse

Wagler Mani Barns
Wialker, Sharkana
Wisler, Jasmea & Kathryn
Wharrarn, Haather &
Ciobus, Brisn

White, Ay

Wildeman, Alan

Zap's Tree Service
Zimmar, Patrisha

Thanks to the following businasses for their support toward the printing of the 2021 Annual Report:

for thet

aepy.ca | Emmml | since 1380
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CATFISH CREEK CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
8079 Springwater Rd., FLAL#5, Aylmer, ON NSH 2R4
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wwrsr. mefarlanrowlands.com

WEBRTITE: www. cathishcreaak cq

&% 119, Flacniohlm — Pricked nn mmsled nenerinn senetshls nil e ik



Environmental Education

Again, this year due to COVID-19 the delivery of the Authority’s Environmental Education Programs had to be shifted online. This created challenges, but also
created content that can be utilized for years to come.

e With the help of the East Elgin Secondary School’s Environmental Leadership Program (ELP) the second virtual Marsh Quest was filmed.
e Provided an internship placement for an Educational Assistant from Fanshawe College’s Early Childhood Leadership Program.

e Hosted the W.I.L.D. Rangers Summer Camp for two (2) weeks in August.

Acquired the W.I.L.D. Rangers logo, designed by Paige Stirling.

Acquired many new and exciting props for outdoor and indoor educational programs, thanks to grants from TD Friends of the Environment Fund and the
Aylmer & Area Community Foundation.

Updated all education material & programming to match the current Provincial curriculum.

Assisted in the Western Lake Erie Student Summit with other Southwestern Conservation Authorities.

_‘_Sp‘rlng\n(ater‘F_orest Enjoymen
Photo The Aylmer Express gies =
PN e U gt

o
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CERTIFICATE OF SCHOLARSHIP

Carley Wilson
/ —
Long Time Volunteer Victor Herrington with the

June Callwood Outstanding Achievement Award
for Voluntarism |} i

Environmental Educatioi

Conservation Scholarship Recipient -
tRangers Day Camp
" 8 -

Carley Wilson

= o

Conservation Award Recipient -
Fred Neukamm (right)

ation.=-Env onme.ntgalLea(‘iersh Prog
e - = . Bigp 2

Mission Statement

“To communicate and deliver resource management services and programs
in order to achieve social and ecological harmony for the watershed”

The CCCA is a non-profit organization that needs your financial support and volunteerism to ensure locally driven environmental initiatives
continue in the future. All donations are used for programs and projects within the Catfish Creek watershed.

YES, | would like to demonstrate my devotion and vision for a healthy environment by donating $

Q Protection & Preservation of Conservation Lands
Q1 Springwater Forest Preservation/Management

4 Youth Environmental Education
1 Commemorative Forest Program

in support of the following initiative(s):

Q Wildlife Habitat
4 Wetlands Restoration

Official tax receipt will be issued for minimum donations of $20.00. Commemorative gifts and land donations graciously received.

Name:

Telephone:

Address:

Postal Code:

Payment in Cash, Visa, Mastercard, or Debit will gladly be accepted at the CCCA Office or please mail a cheque to:
CATFISH CREEK CONSERVATION AUTHORITY, 8079 Springwater Rd., R.R.#5, Aylmer, ON N5H 2R4

™7/ 2021 Partners/Donors/Volunteers

ALUS Elgin

Armstrong, Naomi
Aylmer Area Community
Foundation

Aylmer Express

Aylmer Lioness Club
Aylmer Tire

Baillargeon, Mariette
Bode, Paul & Margo
Boersema, Debbie
Campbell, Bill

Canada Helps.Org
Canada Parks & Recreation
Association

Canada Summer Jobs
Career Launcher

Carrie, Greg

Casier, Ron & Pauline
City of St. Thomas
Clark, Todd & Denise
Conservation Ontario
County of Elgin

Dale, Abbie

Dale, Peter & Janis
Daniel, Judy

Darlington, Annie (VanFest
Crew)

Donna Evans Bushell -
Estate

Ducks Unlimited

(please notify our office of any errors or omissions)

Dunn, Colton

East Elgin Concrete
Forming
EESS-Environmental
Leadership Program
Elgin Clean Water Program
Elgin Stewardship Council
Environment and Climate
Change Canada

Essex Region C.A.

Evans, Kieron

Falco Construction
Febrey, Linda & Jim
Ferguson, Marie
Ferguson, Sarah

Fick, Don & Rosina
Fisheries and Oceans
Canada

Forests Ontario
Goetzmeister Hunting
Group

Gould, Beth

Grand River C.A.

Great Lakes Local Action
Fund

Griesbach, Robert
Gubbels, Matt & Marie
Hamilton Ward Cathers
Hare, Jennifer & John
Henderson, Debra

Herrington, Victor
Hulst, Jim

Irwin, Stacie

K&K Locksmith'’s
Kampos, Vaclav

Kelly, Shaun

Kerr, Wayne

Kettle Creek C.A.
Kielstra, Henry & Ena
Kitts, Dean

Klassen, Melody
Koolen Electric

Krahn, Michael

Kresta, Emily

Kyle, Susan

Laemers’ Excavating
Lampman, Mary Jane
Lang’s Contracting
Lattanzio, Frank
London Quality Dairy
Long Point Region C.A.
Luksys-Vinnai, Loretta
Martyn, Sally
McConnell, Elizabeth &
William

McEwen, Ken
McKenney, Tom
McLachlin, lan & Anne
Mcleod, Gary & Wallace,
Ruth

McPherson, Dave & Mary
Lynn

McQuigan, Tim & Mary
Miernicki, Tracy

Ministry of Environment
Conservation & Parks
Ministry of Labour, Training
& Skills Development
Municipality of Central
Elgin

Nature Smart Climate
Solutions Fund

Navarro, Scott

Nesbitt, Sandra
Neufled, Lori

Ontario Police College-
Path of Honour
Pelsoczi, Frank

Pineau, Mark & Michelle
Pringle, Jan

Project Learning Tree
Raddatz, Rebecca
Railway City Tourism
(Relish! Local)

Rice, Jason & Family
Rimnyak, Karin

Roth, Brian & Davidson,
Heather

Russell, Gavin

Simmons, Mark

Conservation
ONTARIO
‘Natural Champions
Smale, Kim & DJ

Sommers, Geoffrey
Southwest Ontario Tourism
Corp.

St. Thomas Field
Naturalists

Stirling, Paige

Studer’s Ice

Taylor, Betty & John

TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation
Tenhoor, Henry

Thames Valley District
School Board

Town of Aylmer
Township of Malahide
Township of South-West
Oxford

Trojek, Bernadette
Vinnai, Jesse

Wagler Mini Barns
Walker, Sharlene
Weisler, Jaime & Kathryn
Wharram, Heather &
Cobus, Brian

White, Amy

Wildeman, Alan

Zap's Tree Service
Zimmer, Patrisha
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Chairperson’s Message

| cannot say enough how honoured | am to be the Chairperson to a
collaborative, fiscally responsible not-for-profit organization such as

the Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (CCCA). | have acted as the
Chairperson for several years now and have been witness to many changes
in the Conservation Authority world. From funding cuts to newly mandated
regulations, the CCCA stays progressive and is continually moving forward
fulfilling its obligations to deliver mandated programs and services on behalf
of our member municipalities since 1950.

It was inevitably another tough year for operation. The Authority Board and
Staff took a general approach to the challenges presented by COVID-19 with
a premise on putting health and safety first as we move forward to fulfill our
mandates under modified operating requirements and the stressors that are
associated with today’s economic conditions.

Springwater Campground was able to open on time this year by adapting to
the measures put into place by the Southwestern Public Health Unit. Due to
the global pandemic and provincial restraints, all major attractions such as
the Maple Syrup Festival, Vanfest, Paws-itively Elgin, and the Fred Eaglesmith
Charity picnic were cancelled for yet another year. The Carolinian Forest
Festival, Envirothon and Marsh Quest environmental education programs were
offered virtually, to be utilized as environmental education classroom outreach
tools to inspire and motivate the youth of tomorrow. Passive day use numbers
saw more than 7,500 visitors, relatively more than average, as the community
found solace in the outdoors during these trying times.

The brand-new Audrey’s Place Pavilion was constructed in the Springwater
Conservation Area funded from a donation by Mr. Ken McEwen, a local
watershed resident. The Evans’ Sister’s stage broke ground in September
2021 and will be completed in the Spring of 2022. The Art Trees and Trails
Initiative, delivered in conjunction with the St. Thomas-Elgin Public Art Centre,
was completed in September of 2021. The outdated Springwater Conservation
Area Gatehouse/Store was replaced in the spring of 2021 with an updated,
more centrally located Visitor Centre with upgraded entrance lanes and
electronic gates. A successful fundraising campaign for this project was well-
received by local residents and the CCCA is humbled by the generous show
of support. The Evans’ Sister Stage will support a Green Roof which can help

2021 Financial Report

2021 REVENUE

Corporate Services

The activities of the Catfish Creek Conservation Authority are governed by a
Board of Directors comprised of five (5) members appointed by the five (5)
member municipalities of the Catfish Creek watershed.

Board Member Municipality

Rick Cerna (Chairperson)................... Township of Malahide

Lori Baldwin-Sands .........cccceeevvvieens City of St. Thomas
(Vice-Chairperson)

Sally Martyn .....coooeevieeiiiieecce e Municipality of Central Elgin
Arthur Oslach.......cccccovvvieiiiiieiiiecs Town of Aylmer

Paul BUChNEr ......ccccoviiiiiiiicciiecs Township of South-West Oxford
Staff Member Position

Dusty Underhill Acting General Manager/Secretary-
Treasurer (started September 2021)

Conservation Areas Supervisor

Susan Simmons Financial Services Coordinator

Kelsey Oatman..........ccoooeiiviiccniannn. Program Support Assistant
Tony Difazio.....covioviiiiciiiiec Resource Planning Coordinator
Peter Dragunas ..........ccoceoveiiieenenne. Water Management Technician
Gerrit Kremers.......ccooooeiieciiin, Field Technician — Lands

Austin VerbeekK ..., Field Technician — Water

Emily Febrey Community Outreach Technician

(until August 2021)

General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
(until September 2021)

And our many seasonal staff and summer students

Christopher Wilkinson

In Memoriam

sequester carbon and assist in the combat of today’s major climatic crisis.
These are a just few examples of new amenities our local watershed residents
and guests from afar can utilize. It is collaborative adventures like this that can
attest for the love and admiration our local watershed residents have for the
Catfish Creek Conservation Authority.

Conservation Authorities have been mandated to continually address the
Management of Natural Hazards, the Conservation and Management of
Lands owned and operated by the Authority, and Other Programs and
Services under municipal agreements, or that the Authority may determine to
be Advisable on their behalf. While additional programs have been added
to the mandated list of programs and services offered by Conservation
Authorities, the basis of the mandate has not changed. What has changed
with the introduction of these revised regulations under the Conservation
Authorities Act are the complexities on how we deliver the programs to meet
our watershed resident’s expectations.

Finishing the 2021 term as Chairperson for the CCCA, | encountered a year
filled with challenges and a multitude of successful activities established by
our very small but very well complemented staff and volunteers. A longtime
volunteer with the CCCA, Victor Herrington, was awarded one of 20 June
Callwood Awards for 2021 which recognizes people and groups who have
made outstanding contributions as volunteers in their communities. Itis my
pleasure, on behalf of the Catfish Creek Board of Director’s to congratulate this
team of staff and volunteers for another great year of progress.

To conclude my speech, | would like

to extend my sincere thanks to all the
partners and supporters who make our
work possible, and in particular I'd like
to acknowledge the commitment of our
member municipalities who provide and
support the work of the Catfish Creek
Conservation Authority throughout the A
year. S

Rick Cerna, CCCA Chairperson

~ ONSERVAT]
COUTHORI PV

2021 EXPENDITURES

Springwater C.A. User Fees &
Sales, $585,051

Conservation Areas

Operations, ¥585,456

Watershed Stewardship,
88,043

Amortization, ¥40,731

Provincial Operating Grants, *41,215

Municipal, Special & General
Levies, $391,252

Provincially Mandated
Programs, $312,545

Provincial & Federal Work Programs,
$179,429

Other Provincial Grants, $114,213 Corporate Services, $157,174
Conservation Donations, ¥53,141
Watershed Stewardship, 97,081

Special Projects, $105,149
Federal Grants, $3,928

Copies of the full 2021 Audited Financial Statements may be
obtained by contacting the Authority Administration Centre.

On June 20th, the CCCA was deeply saddened to learn of the sudden passing of one of its former Board Members, Mark Tinlin. Mark was the representative
for the City of St. Thomas on the CCCA Board of Directors from 2014 until the beginning of 2021 when he stepped down. His great sense of humour and

professionalism will always be remembered.

Conservation Lands

In 2021, the Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (CCCA) focused

its conservation lands efforts on the enhancement of the Springwater
Conservation Area with new buildings and attractions. We could not have
taken on these projects without generous donations from local supporters.
To cap off the year, we were humbled that the Springwater Conservation
Area was voted the 94.1 MyFM “Favourite Campground”.

Throughout the watershed, improving ecological health, curating an
appreciation for nature, and ensuring our lands are protected and enhanced
is always at the forefront of our activities. Thanks to the generous and
financial support from different local and private organizations, government
agencies, and our many community partners, the following was undertaken
in 2021.

e The completion of the new Visitor Center and gated entrance at the
Springwater Conservation Area. This was made possible thanks to
the generous support of the community through a local fundraising
campaign.

The construction of the new “The Evans’ Sisters Stage” in the Springwater
Day Use Area is slated for completion in the spring and will include an
environmentally friendly Live Roof. Thanks to the Donna Vera Evans
Bushell Estate for their donation that made this possible.

e The completion of the “Audrey’s Place Pavilion” located near the
Springwater Maple Syrup Festival Area. This project was funded through
a generous donation from Ken McEwen as he wished to honor the legacy
of his family, who regularly enjoyed all that Springwater Conservation Area
has to offer.

In partnership with the Kettle Creek Conservation Authority and the
St. Thomas Elevated Park, the “Arts, Trees, and Trails” project was

*
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2022 Special

Events Calendar

SPRINGWATER

Springwater Conservation Area traditionally hosts
numerous special events throughout the operating season.
Due to COVID-19, we were forced to cancel events during
the last two seasons. Pending Provincial Regulations, we

anticipate all events to resume this season.
All events will be posted on the CCCA website
as well as our social media pages.

Phone: (519) 773-9037
Website: www.catfishcreek.ca

Facebook: Springfield Conservation Area & Catfish Creek
Conservation Authority.

Instagram/Twitter: @catfishcreekca

Stewardship Services

undertaken. The CCCA’s deliverable was the installation of five (5)
paintings with local connections from the St. Thomas-Elgin Art Centre
permanent collection throughout the Springwater Forest. This was made
possible through the donation received from the Donna Vera Evans
Bushell Estate.

The removal of all tree collars at Yarmouth Natural Heritage Area (YNHA)
with the East Elgin Secondary School Environmental Leadership Program
(ELP). The collars were put in place when the trees were planted in 2016.
The trees have since grown to a suitable height and diameters that allows
the collars to be removed without making them vulnerable to browse
species (i.e. deer).

Partnered with the East Elgin Secondary School Environmental Leadership
Program to plant native trees and shrubs along the re-stabilized banks of
Catfish Creek through Archie Coulter Conservation Area (ACCA) through
funding from the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks’ “Great
Lakes Local Action Fund”.

Completed various job placements through Canada Summer Jobs, Green
Jobs, and the Ontario Job Creation Program, and began an internship
with Career Launcher.

Began the construction of a new parking lot located on the east section
of the ACCA to provide a safe parking area for the growing number of
visitors that visit.

Entered into an agreement with MacKay Pay to offer contactless payment
options to our clients, and installed parking signs at the three (3) main
Conservation Areas (Springwater Conservation Area, ACCA, and YNHA)
to allow visitors to pay their trail fees or day passes using their payment
card(s).
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Over the course of the year Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (CCCA) undertook environmental stewardship projects on nine (9) different private
landowner properties. There were twelve (12) different projects undertaken consisting of wetland habitat, tall grass prairie habitat and erosion control. Nine
(9) of the twelve (12) stewardship projects have completed as of the end of December 2021, with the remaining 3 projects still to be completed. The CCCA
worked with Elgin Stewardship Council, Ducks Unlimited, ALUS Elgin, and the Elgin Clean Water Program on majority of these projects.

CCCA also completed streambank restoration work at Archie Coulter Conservation Area (ACCA). This project consisted of regrading and re-vegetating highly
problematic erosion sites along Catfish Creek throughout the ACCA. CCCA partnered with East Elgin Secondary Environmental Leadership Program (ELP) to
locate the various sites and assisted in the re-vegetating efforts. A variety of different native trees and shrubs were planted along the creek during this project.

Environmental Planning

In 2021, the Province continued to approve amendments to the Conservation

Authorities Act, the main piece of legislation that guides a coalition of 36

Conservation Authorities (CA’s) within jurisdictional watersheds in Ontario. As CA’s
pivot to the new Provincial Mandated Programs administrative framework, we also
continued to define roles and responsibilities with member Municipalities to meet

the needs of watershed residents as a local, environmental resource management

agency.

One of The Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (CCCA’s) core mandates continues
to be the delivery of programs and services to protect public safety and property
damage in proximity to Natural Hazards such as flooding, erosion, shorelines and
wetlands. The CCCA can draw upon 70 plus years of experience to help the public
and Municipalities mitigate the effects of an ever-changing global climate on our day- F)}.

to-day lives.

In 2022, it is anticipated the Province of Ontario will introduce Phase 2 of the
Regulatory amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act. This may include
changes to Section 28 which allow CA'’s to direct development away from hazardous
lands or undertakings that may aggravate natural processes. Specifically, in 2021

CCCA staff reviewed and provided information on the following:

e Assisted Municipalities with the review of over 70 Planning Act applications
such as Severances, Minor Variance & Zone Change Applications, Plans of

Condominium/Subdivisions and Official Plan Amendments.

e Provided input on over 75 inquiries from landowners, consultants, real estate

agents.

e |ssued 35 Permits, authorizations or letters of opinion on Section 28 applications.

Stewardship Services -‘)J
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Stewardship Services -
Vannord Erosion Control
Project

Water Quality Monitoring

Several program partnerships with the Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks depend on water quality data collected by
CCCA. The Provincial Water Quality Monitoring Program (PWQMN), and
the Provincial Groundwater Monitoring Network (PGMN) support CCCA
and our partners to monitor the changing watershed conditions and
facilitate data-lead management of our water resources. 2021 sampling
saw a delayed start, however CCCA collected surface water from four (4)
PWQMN sites, and measured groundwater levels at two (2) PGMN wells.

a
=

Water Management

Fresh water has always been a natural resource crucial to the environmental
and economic well-being of the Catfish Creek Watershed. Water

supports many familial livelihoods such as agriculture activities, industrial
development, and recreation to mention a few. Historically, periods of
extreme weather patterns were infrequent, and excessive water levels were
unique. However, as demand for water increases and climate changes
occur, severe water level fluctuations are becoming more common and

are replacing lower historical normals with more frequent, elevated and
intense surface water volume patterns through more recurring storms with
unprecedented intensities.

The Catfish Creek Conservation
Authority (CCCA) is aiming to help
mitigate the unsettled climate change
variables through various science
based environmental and biodiverse
rehabilitation programs/projects
coupled with a more comprehensive
understanding of an improve local
environmental biodiversity.

The CCCA understands the
significance of watershed
management and conservation
strategies to enhance air and water
quality and protect areas within the
watershed susceptible to erosion.
Reforestation efforts saw 10 acres of

Water Management —
Ice and Flood Management

seedlings planted in 2021. The Authority in association with our member
municipalities, landowners and special interest groups coordinate to
provide direction for the enhancement of interior forest habitat and the
extension of natural heritage corridors throughout the Catfish Creek
Watershed.

The planned recovery of our local watershed biodiversity is intended to
help moderate the impact of the aforementioned increased storm events.
Through our reforestation and land reclamation programs the increased
forest and associated ground cover will assist with increased water level
induced erosion impacts from increased storm intensities/frequencies,
lessen the number of flood related Watershed Condition Statements
identifying flood related concerns issued by the Conservation Authority.

In 2021 the CCCA has issued thirteen (13) Watershed Condition Statements
based on government agency concerns and local knowledge of
environmental and physical conditions of the Catfish Creek watershed.




